Introduced by Council Member Love and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Bowman, Boyer, Becton, Crescimbeni and Hazouri: 

RESOLUTION 2016-459
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING REAR ADMIRAL GEORGE W. BALLANCE AS HE RELINQUISHES COMMAND OF THE U.S. NAVAL FORCES SOUTHERN COMMAND AND U.S. FOURTH FLEET; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, George Ballance, a native of Yorktown, Virginia, attended the University of South Carolina on an ROTC scholarship where he earned his bachelor’s degree in science and mathematics and was commissioned an ensign in the U.S. Navy in May 1980; and


WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Ballance served as a gunnery officer and electrical officer aboard the USS Saipan and as an assistant readiness officer for Amphibious Squadron 10 before resigning his regular commission and accepting a commission in the Naval Reserve, during which time he earned an MBA from the University of Texas at Arlington; and


WHEREAS, during his Reserve years Rear Admiral Ballance served tours as an intelligence analyst and briefing officer, Fleet Intelligence Reserve Team, Atlantic, 867; executive officer, USS Pratt Det. 208, department head, NR commander, 7th Fleet Det. 111; executive officer, Military Sealift Command Office Korea Det. 111; commanding officer, FLTSUPTRA Det. 1811; commanding officer, Naval Reserve Personnel Mobilization Team 1611; commanding officer, NPC-49R; commanding officer, Commander Logistics Group, Western Pacific Det. 610; chief staff officer, NR Commander, 6th Fleet Det. 802; commanding officer of NR Commander, 7th Fleet; deputy commander, U.S. 7th Fleet; vice commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe, U.S. Naval Forces Africa, and U.S. 6th Fleet director, Maritime Partnership Program; and 


WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Ballance’s most recent assignment was director, J7 (Theater Engagement), United States Southern Command where he was responsible for the overall planning, programming, and synchronization of United States military engagement activities and programs throughout Central America, South America, and the Caribbean. He managed the Combatant Command’s Theater Security Cooperation Portfolio, including the specific focus areas of Training, Exercises, Security Assistance, Humanitarian Assistance, Science and Technology, and the State Partnership Program. In April 2014 he assumed command of U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command/U.S.4th Fleet headquartered at Mayport; and


WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Ballance, who will be relinquishing his command on August 12, 2016, has been the recipient of the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and has been a key figure in Jacksonville’s military community during his tenure here; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Rear Admiral George W. Ballance for his outstanding service career upon the occasion of his relinquishment of the command of the Naval Forces Southern Command and U.S. Fourth Fleet, and wishes him much success in his future assignments. His contributions to the Navy and to the Jacksonville community are gratefully acknowledged and will be long remembered.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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